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a number of friends, laid the first Atlantic
cable, which, from, a variety of causes, unfor-
tunately, did not answer the aims of the pro-
moters, and had to be abandoned, although not
before it had been sufficiently demonstrated to
scientific minds that the idea was practicable.
In 1864 Sir Daniel Gooch began to interest
himself in the subject, and at his suggestion
the Great Eastern steamship was employed in
the work of laying a new Atlantic cable, Gooch
himself superintending the operations. The
cable broke amid-ocean, and for the second
time failure had to be written in respect of the
scheme for connecting England and America
by telegraphic cable. The following year, how-
ever, a further attempt was attended with suc-
cess, for not only was a new cable laid, but
the old one was picked up and spliced, so
that two Atlantic cables were completed at
the same time.

Among the more important developments in
the textile trades towards the close of this period
may be mentioned the silk waste industry,
brought to success by Lord Masham (then Mr.
S. C. Lister) at Bradford; and, at the other end
of the textile arts, the great improvements
made in the shoddy industry in the Batley
and Dewsbury district of the West Riding.

Silk cocoons contain a considerable quantity
of silk which the silkworm gums over, so that
the fibre cannot be unwound. Practical men
despaired of ever turning this rubbish, of which
there were vast quantities available, to account,
until Lord Masham, more practical than the
rest, happened to have his attention drawn to